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Current Projects

Kathleen Norris, ObISB
from Honolulu writes: “I'll be
in residence at the Col-
legeville Institute for the fall
term this year, working on
my book on monastic for-
mation. I'm hoping to con-
duct many interviews at St.
Ben's and St. John's. While
I'm there I'll be doing talks
for the Benedictine Institute
and the Sundays at the Ab-
bey series. One new project
[is] collaborating with
"Movies and Meaning" film
festival director Gareth Hig-
gins, for a book on film and
spirituality.”

Hugh Feiss, 0SB, Mon-
astery of the Ascension, Je-
rome, ID, reports the follow-
ing: “The Benedictine Read-
er 530-1530, edited by
Maureen O’Brien, Ronald
Pepin and |, has been edited
by Marsha Dutton for Cister-
cian Publications and is now
at Liturgical Press for type-
setting. It is a big book, con-
taining more than 30 repre-
sentative selections by and
about medieval Benedic-
tines, with introductions,
notes, and translations by a
dozen scholars. It should
appear in the spring.
eVictorine Texts in Transla-
tion, Volume 8: Sermons on
the Liturgical Year, is also
with Brepols publishing. It
should also appear around
the end of 2018. | did most
of it with expert help from
Ronald Pepin and Maria
Rebbert. Volume 10 in the
same series, Sacraments, is
also coming along well. It

should be at Brepols by
Christmas and will appear
by May 2019.

eWhen | finish VTT 10, |
want to keep working on a
three-part project that looks
at the image or idea of
Christ in the Rule of Bene-
dict, some medieval com-
mentaries on the Song of
Songs, and on some cur-
rent ideas about “personal
relation to Jesus.” | floated
the idea in my paper at the
ABR session at the Inter-
national Congress of Medi-
eval Studies at Western
Michigan University in May.
(See the June 2018 edition
of The American Monastic
Newsletter, p.7, for a sum-
mary of the papers at the
ABA session).

*Our monastery is going to
offer three summer semi-
nars in 2019, on Medieval
Mystics, on Medieval Ben-
edictines, and On the Idea
of Love in Western Culture,
Plato to Thomas Aqui-
nas.” (See pp. 5-6 of this
Newsletter for a pre-
publication notice gener-
ously shared with us by Fr.
Hugh.) He went on to say,
“We hope the one on Ben-
edictines, based on the
Benedictine Reader, will
draw some monastic par-
ticipants.”

.Tom Piazza of Rich-
mond, CA, completed an
analysis of membership
trends in the American
Cassinese and the Swiss
American congregations of
Benedictine men. He has

submitted the article to
ABR.

eAaron Raverty, OSB
has published on two
topics of Benedictine in-
terest. (See citations in
the Publications section
of this Newsletter). About
a Native American mis-
sion he writes: “The Red
Lake Indian Mission in
northern Minnesota be-
speaks missionary fervor
for the Ojibwe, beginning
in the mid-nineteenth
century. This article re-
views the groundwork
laid by intrepid early mis-
sioner  priests, Saint
John’s Abbey monks,
and Sisters from Saint
Benedict's Monastery in
St. Joseph, Minnesota,
and their enduring estab-
lishment of a Benedictine
boarding school, and
Christian witness amid
the trials and privations of
pioneer evangelization.
®As an anthropologist, he

writes about ancestor
veneration in Benedictine
monasticism: “Catholic

monasteries enlist formal
and informal means of
recalling their predeces-
sors to mind. After re-
viewing the research do-
main of ancestor venera-
tion in the anthropology
of religion, this investiga-
tion foregrounds Bene-
dictine monasticism gen-
erally, then specifically
the Abbey of Saint John
the Baptist in College-
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CURRENT PROJECTS CONT.

ville, Minnesota, USA |,
emphasizing liturgical
ritual, shrines, relics, sto-
rytelling/reminiscing, the
communion of saints, and
the memorial and organi-

zational  properties  of
monastic cemeteries.
Terrence Kardong,

OSB writes: “In a recent
article on the Life of St.
Columban by Jonas of
Bobbio, Albrecht Diem, a
major scholar includes a
footnote that claims that
St. Benedict in RB teach-
es absolute, blind obedi-
ence. More than that, he
also claims that most
scholars of the RB do not
want to admit that. Since
he named me as one of
them, | felt | should smack
him back, so | wrote an
article to that effect last
week (June, 2018).”

Linda Romey, OSB
will be presenting at the
Federation of St. Benedict
Chapter in July, 2018,
addressing the chapter
theme, "Walking into the
Future: Tending the Bene-
dictine Charism,", with two
presentations. She writes
that first she “will talk
about change itself. It's
such a common topic and
something we all experi-
ence at many levels each
day—but how often do we
really look at change and
more importantly, can we
direct it? Then | will pro-
pose specific ways of
looking at two areas of
change. First, I'm going to
borrow from cultural lin-
guist George Lakoff and
look at changing frames,
the world views that dic-
tate how we see every-
thing around us. After a

break and discussion, | will
propose a relatively new
model for change and com-
munity that might offer us
some ideas on how to
move along our evolution-
ary Benedictine trajectory:
the open source model.
Lastly, | will close with what
hasn’t changed, with the
core of who we are as Ben-
edictine women religious,
and why what we bring to
the church and the world is
still needed today even if in
new ways that we can’t
quite see yet.

Judith Valente, ObISB
has an article in the Sep-
tember 2018 issue of U.S.
Catholic on how some
Catholic groups are advo-
cating for peace and non-
violence. Judith was also
recently elected to the
board of the International
Thomas Merton Society.
She is currently research-
ing what might become an
article or eventually a book
on anger. She is looking for
examples of how anger is
dealt with in monasteries,
and how people overcame
their own angry feelings. If
you would like to share a
story, please contact her at
jvalente17@msn.com. She

assures you that “your
name and information will
not be used without your
permission.”

Greg Peters, ODbISB,
has recently signed a con-
tract with Cascade publica-
tions to write a short work
on the thought of Thom-
as a Kempis.

Martin Shannon, CJ
writes: “In June, the Mount
Tabor Ecumenical Centre
for Art and Spirituality
(Barga, ltaly) sponsored

Pursuing the  Precursor:
Baptism & St. John the Bap-
tist, a 10-day study/retreat in
Italy. [I] co-led the project
with Monsignor Timothy Ver-
don, Director of the Opera
del Duomo Museum in Flor-
ence (and, for a short time,
once a monk of Mount Sav-
iour Monastery). After teach-
ing two days of class ses-
sions at the Centre, we led
visits to church and artistic
sites related to the theme in
Pisa, Siena, Ravenna, and
Florence.”

Julie Upton, R§M
Reports that in addition to
preparing for the ABA Con-
vention at St. Benedict's
Monastery, St. Joseph, MN,
this summer, she is continu-
ing to work on an essay for
Worship on the contributions
of the late Robert E. Ram-
busch to the Liturgical Move-
ment in America.

eJulie will begin the 5™ and
last year of her Master of
Public Health Degree this
fall. In addition to teaching,
she will be completing her
Public Health internship at
Mercy Center Nursing Unit
in the city of Dallas, Penn-
sylvania.

S. Ephrem Hollermann,
OSB has completed near-
final drafts of 8 (out of a pro-
jected 12) chapters of the
history of the now-closed St.
Joseph Monastery in St.
Marys, PA. (founded in 1852
and closed in January of
2014). A preliminary title
under consideration is Like a
Mustard Seed: A History of
the First Monastery of Bene-
dictine  Women in North
America. She was commis-
sioned by the Federation of
St. Scholastica to write this
history.
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PUBLICATIONS 3

Carruth, Shawn, OSB. Book Review: Wisdom: The Good Life: Wisdom Literature and the Rule of Benedict, by Irene
Nowell, OSB. (Collegeville: The Liturgical Press, 2017) in ABR 69:2 (June 2018) 209-210.

Feiss, Hugh, OSB. Book Review: John of Morigny (14th-century Benedictine) Liber florum celestis | The Flowers of
Heavenly Teaching, in Speculum 93:3 (July 2018) 860-862.

Book Review: Glossae in Regula Sancti Benedicti Abbatis ad usum Smaragdi Abbatis Sancti
Michaelis. ed. Matthieu H. van der Meer (Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols, 2017) in ABR 69:2 (June 2018) 210-212.

Fox, Ruth, OSB. Book Review: The Taste of Silence: How | Came To Be At Home with Myself, by Bieke
Vanderkerckhove Collegeville: The Liturgical Press 2015) in ABR 69:2 (June 2018) 215.

Kardong, Terrence, OSB. Book Review: Jonas of Bobbio, Life of Columbanus, Life of John of Réomé and Life of
Vedast. Trans. Alexander O’Hara and lan Wood (Liverpool, Eng.: Liverpool U, 2017) in ABR 69:2 (June 2018)
213-214.

“Love of Learning Revisited,” Benedictines LXXI:1 (Spring/Summer 2018) 6-10.
Book Review: Irish Monasticism, by John Ryan, SJ (Dublin: Talbot) in ABR 69:2 (June 2018)

207-209.
Book Review: The Bible from Late Antiquity to the Renaissance, ed. Ambrogio Piazzoni with
Francesca Manzari (Collegeville: The Liturgical Press) in ABR 69:2 (June 2018) 217-218.

Book Review: A Saint in the Sun (on Bernard of Clairvaux) by David N. Bell (Collegeville: The
Liturgical Press 2017) in Tjurunga 90 (2017) 87-89.

McGrane, Colleen Maura, OSB. A Not-So-Unexciting Life: Essays on Benedictine History and Spirituality in
Honor of Michael Casey, OCSO ed. Carmel Posa ( Collegeville: The Liturgical Press 2017) in ABR 69:2
(June 2018) 220-221.

Raverty, Aaron, OSB. “Red Lake Mission.” Abbey Banner 18:1 (Spring 2018) “Monastic Cartoon”
18-21.

“Ancestor Veneration in Benedictine Monasticism.” Czech and
Slovak Journal of Humanities 3 (2017) 73-88.

Richmond, Donald, ObISB. "Robes of Righteousness" in the Valyermo
[Benedictine] Chronicle (Autumn 2017).

"The Oblate and Ecumenism in the Valyermo [Benedictine]

Chronicle (Winter 2018)

"Religion as Resistance" in Forward in Christ (Winter 2018).
"Saying Yes to No" in the Valyermo [Benedictine] Chronicle

(Spring 2018).
"In the Cross is Height of Virtue," Benedictines LXXI:1 Spring/
Summer 2018) 51.

Romey, Linda, OSB. “What will Religious Life Look Like?” Global Sisters Report
March 13, 2018) http://globalsistersreport.org/column/trends/what-will-
religious-life-look-52506

Sutera, Judith, OSB. Book Review: St. Benedict for Boomers: Wisdom for the
Next Stage of Life, by Christine M. Fletcher (Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical
Press 2017) 216-217.

Valente, Judith, ObISB. “A Spirituality of the Heart:’ Report on the Fourth Ladder of Divine Descent
International Oblate Congress,” Benedictines LXXI:1 (Spring/ Summer 2018) by Donald Richmond
34-39.

Book Review: Aging Starts in Your Mind: You’re Only As Old As
You Feel, by Notker Wolf, OSB (Paraclete Press 2017) in Benedictines LXXI:1 (Spring/ Summer 2018) 44-46.
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Presentations

Richmond, Donald, ObISB. “Stepping up to Life: The Beatitudes and Christian Holiness / Maturity” (December
2017. (See images below.)

S~
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_No More Master Though Waters Rage

NO-MORE* MASTER — DPF2

Valente, Judith, ObISB. "Being Truly Alive: What the Rule of St. Benedict Teaches Us About Happiness,
Meaning and Community." Upcoming keynote speaker at the 11th Annual Monastic Institute for Benedictine
Oblates, on July 12-15, Mount St. Scholastica Monastery, in Atchison, KS.

“Benedictine Spirituality in Daily Life” Fall 2018 presentations at Viterbo University in

Lacrosse, WI; Caldwell University in Caldwell, New Jersey; St. Mary's College in Newburgh, New York.

- 'L_Ql"’w' )

I’m sure you, as did I, missed Father Terrence Kardong’s
editorial in the latest issue of
The American Benedictine Review.
He has retired as its august editor after many, many years of service.
It seems fitting in this Newsletter to say

Thank You

to you, Terrence, for the “blood, sweat and tears” spent in the
task of meticulous editing, for your inspiration
and steadfast encouragement as a first-rate scholar,
and for your always evident love of the Benedictine monastic way of life.

- L=~ .
|. L]

Notice 2018 ABA Convention
Next MR Newsletter, October 2018 July 19-22
Compiled and edited Saint Benedict’s Monastery

by Ephrem Hollermann, 0SB -
Saint Benedict’s Monastery, St. Joseph, MN St. Joseph, Minnesota

Comments/suggestions welcomed “Artisans of the Monastery”
ehollermann@csbsju.edu
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