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Judith Sutera, OSB 

writes: “The Inclusive lan-

guage Rule of St. Benedict 

and commentary have re-

ceived a great welcome. It 

is also getting good re-

views in the UK where the 

text of the Rule is pub-

lished by Canterbury 

Press. The Xavier Society 

for the Blind has selected it 

to be made available in 

braille and the Spanish 

translation is underway.” 

Jerome Oetgen reports 

that “the general chapter of 

the American Cassinese 

Congregation has asked 

me to prepare a history of 

the Congregation (1855–

2022), and I’m currently 

deep into the research and 

writing of it. The pandemic 

slowed but did not entirely 

prevent archival research, 

and I’m making what I 

hope is good progress. It’s 

always risky to predict a 

completion date, but I aim 

to finish a readable draft 

before the next meeting of 

the general chapter in 

2022. Meanwhile, I’m work-

ing on an auxiliary project, 

an article for the ABR on 

post-Vatican II monastic 

renewal in the American 

Cassinese Congregation 

(1965-1980), which is al-

most finished.” 

Timothy Joyce, OSB 

reports that “Monastic 

Scribe" is a blog published 

online every other week by 

him on behalf of Glaston-

bury Abbey in Hingham, 

MA. Topics have included 

the Synod, Eucharist, Mo-

nastic Life , Grieving, etc. 

Many people respond and 

share stories and the read-

ership is getting wider.” In its 

sixth month now, Timothy 

has been able to send a 

short email acknowledge-

ment to all responders to the 

blogs so that people feel 

they are being heard. 

Daniel McCarthy, OSB 

recently published Word and 

Spirit: On the Double Role of 

Presiding in the Assembly 

and Directing the Prayer  

(Verbum ac Spiritus: duplici 

de munere praesidendi 

coetui orationemque 

dirigendi ).St. Michael’s Ab-

bey Press, Farnborough, 

England, 2021.The Abbey 

Church in Collegeville, MN, 

and the choir chapel of 

Mount St. Scholastica  in 

Atchison, KS, along with 

three monastic chapels in 

England and several cathe-

drals and parish churches 

are featured. Another vol-

ume authored by him and 

R.T. Foster contributes to 

the study of Latin for re-

search in monastic topics: 

Ossium carnes multae ex  

M.T. Ciceronis epistulis: 

(The Bones’ Meats Abun-

dant from the Letters of M. 

T. Cicero, Latinitatis corpus 

2), Catholic University of 

America Press, Washington 

D.C. 2021. 

Rev. Samuel Torvend, 

OblSB writes: “I am glad 

to report that the Liturgical 

Press will be publishing my 

monograph entitled, Mo-

nastic Ecological Wisdom: 

Trajectories from the Past 

for the Present. We expect 

publication some time in 

2023. This is a study that 

explores the life of Bene-

dict, the Rule, and early 

monastic engagement with 

the creation from an eco-

logical perspective. At the 

same time, the study fore-

grounds monastic values 

that illuminate our own 

commitments to care of 

and advocacy for our 

wounded earth.” 

Greg Peters, OblSB 

reports that he was 

“appointed Research Asso-

ciate of the Von Hügel In-

stitute at St. Edmund's Col-

lege in the University of 

Cambridge, a non-

residential appointment 

that allows him to continue 

teaching full-time at Biola 

University. He is in the be-

ginning stages of research 

for a book on medieval mo-

nastic theology, preparing 

to teach a graduate-level 

course on the writings of 

Bernard of Clairvaux in 

spring 2022 and translating 

Robert de Torigni's 
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De immutatione ordinis 

monachorum for publica-

tion.  

Kathleen Norris, 

OblSB writes: “I continue 

to enjoy my work on 

"SoulTelegram, a bi-

weekly e-newsletter on 

film and literature. And 

I've just completed my 

contribution to "God In 

Us," a book of daily reflec-

tions on the Easter sea-

son that will be published 

by Paraclete Press. I was 

honored to get the last 

week, including Pentecost 

Sunday. This completes a 

trilogy: previous books 

were “God With Us” for 

the Christmas season; 

and “God For Us” for 

Lent.” 

Jeana Visel, OSB re-

ports the following:  

“I recently published a 

chapter on the music of 

St. Hildegard in a volume 

put together for the Ev-

ansville Philharmonic 

called The Notes Will Car-

ry Me Home: Writings on 

Music from Evansville and 

the Tri-State, edited by 

Joshua Britton. I continue 

to administer a Teacher-

Scholar Grant from the 

Calvin Institute of Chris-

tian Worship, which has 

brought iconographer Ma-

rek Czarnecki to Saint 

Meinrad four times over 

the last  eight months. 

During each weeklong 

visit, he has given a public 

lecture and then worked 

on icons for a new iconos-

tasis for occasional school 

Byzantine liturgies. Under 

his tutelage during these 

visits I have painted six of 

seven icons for a deisis 

set. Presently I am teach-

ing an icon painting course 

for seminarians, and am 

preparing to teach a Janu-

ary Introduction to Spiritu-

ality course for the deacon 

candidates of Salina, KS.” 

Judith Valente, OblSB  

Judith Valente's latest 

book, How to Be (see p.3): 

received a starred review 

in Publishers Weekly. In 

August, she spoke on 

"Why We Still Need and 

Read Thomas Merton" as 

the featured speaker at the 

monthly "Tuesdays with 

Merton" lecture series. 

In  September she gave a 

presentation with Brother 

Paul Quenon on letter-

writing as spiritual practice  

for the Argentina Thomas 

Merton Society. In recent 

months, she has been 

busy guiding retreats on 

poet Mary Oliver, mystic 

Howard Thurman, as well 

as Dorothy Day and Thom-

as Merton's contemplative 

wisdom for crisis times. 

Tom Piazza has an arti-

cle that will appear in the 

December issue of the 

ABR on membership 

trends in the Benedictine 

Confederation from 1880 to 

2020.  He is also finishing 

a paper on schools as a 

metaphor for monastic life, 

which he expects to submit 

to the ABR in the near fu-

ture. He recently gained 

access to a digitized ver-

sion of the 2020 Catalogus 

OSB, and he hopes to do 

further analyses of mem-

bership trends around the 

world.  

Aaron Raverty, OSB, 

authored  an article on 

“Abbey Woodworking and 

Pasi Organs.” (see p.3 ). 

He writes: ”Enlisting master 
organ builder Martin Pasi and 
Pasi Organ Builders, Inc., in 
the upgrade of the abbey and 
university’s Holtkamp church 
organ sparked a new Saint 
John’s initiative in collabora-
tion with Saint John’s Abbey 
Woodworking: an onsite 
campus organ-building and 
educational institute. This 
article details how such a 
bold venture could become a 
reality, rescuing the declining 
art of organ building and 
providing incentives for ab-
bey woodworking, abbey vo-
cations, and the monastic 
emphasis on crafts and man-
ual labor (RB 48).” 
Antoinette Purcell, OSB 
has a request: “I am interest-
ed in reading/writing about 
the vocation of oblates.  If 
anyone has suggestions for 
resources on this topic 
please send them my way. 
Thank you.” 
antoinettep1964@gmail.com 

A New Book  

by Patrick Henry 

“...a genial and spirited 

epistolary collection of 

introspective reflections...a 

dialogue between people 

stuttering to articulate 

life’s universal questions 

from within highly diverse 

contexts.”   

Pasi Organ 

St. John’s Abbey 

Collegeville. MN 

115 ranks. 6 divisions,  

4 manuals, 112 stops 

Benedictine Options 

“Saint Benedict and Saint 
Scholastica, his twin sis-

ter, established a flexible 
pattern that has adopted, 
adapted, challenged—and 

outlived—myriad cul-
tures. Their sons and 
daughters today, who 

devote their time and tal-
ents to the “school for 
the Lord’s service” 

launched by the Rule of 
Benedict, demonstrate a 

whole range of options 
that are accessible to 
anyone.” 

mailto:antoinettep1964@gmail.com
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    Saint Benedict’s Monastery, St. Joseph, MN 
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